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SEVENTH FRAMEWORK
PROGRAMME

Climate Induced Changes on Water
and Security — an EU thematic priority

The impacts of climate change on water resources are
%ﬁ S O raising concerns over the possible implications for security.
ﬁ’ SN Decreasing access to water resources and other related
&5 . factors could be a cause or a ‘multiplier’ of tensions within
ey and between countries. Whether security threats arise
_‘.J'\L; =2 from climate impacts — or options for cooperation evolve —
) - does not depend only on the severity of the impacts them-
=t selves, but on social, economic institutional vulnerabilities
or resilience and other factors that influence local, national

T and international relations.
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CLIWASEC - A research cluster on Climate
Change Impacts on Water and Security in A,
Southern Europe and neighboring countries CLIMB

CWASSERMED

8_CLIWASEC

The Mediterranean region is experiencing a broad range
of threats to water security. According to climate projec-
tions, the region is at risk due to its pronounced suscepti-
bility to changes in the hydrological budget and extremes,
which is expected to have strong impact on the manage-
ment of water resources and on key strategic sectors of
regional economies. Related developments have capacity
to exacerbate tensions, and intra- and inter-state conflict
among social, political, ecological and economic actors.
Effective adaptation and prevention policy measures call
for multi-disciplinary analysis and action.
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B The research cluster CLIWASEC

The European Commission actively prepares Europe and
neighboring regions for climate induced ecological and
socio-economic challenges that lie ahead and has placed
related priority research topics in the Seventh Framework
Program for Research and Technological Development
(FP7). In order to better assess the consequences and
uncertainties regarding climate impacts upon human-
environment systems, a coordinated topic has been
launched between Theme 6 (‘Environment (incl. climate
change)’) and Theme 8 (‘Socio-Economic Sciences and
the Humanities’) of the programmatic setup of FP7.

Three recently launched projects form the research cluster
CLIWASEC (CLimate change Impacts on Water and SE-
Curity, www.cliwasec.eu) for multi-disciplinary scientific
synergy and improved policy outreach. The cluster com-
prises a critical mass of scientists from 44 partners (29
institutions from the EU, 5 institutions from S&T countries
and 10 international institutions) to build relationships with
relevant policy representatives and stakeholders at EU le-
vel and Mediterranean and neighbouring countries cover-
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ed by the projects. It tackles most relevant research ques-
tions with regard to climate change impacts on water
resources as a threat to security in an integrated way:

B WASSERMed - Water Availability and Security in
Southern Europe and the Mediterranean (funded under
FP7-ENV), co-ordinated by Prof. Roberto Roson
(CMCQC, ltaly)
www.wassermed.eu

CLICO - Climate Change, Hydro-Conflicts and Human
Security (funded under FP7-SSH), co-ordinated by
Prof. Giorgos Kallis und Dr. Christos Zografos (UAB-
ICTA, Spain)

www.clico.org

CLIMB - Climate Induced Changes on the Hydrology
of Mediterranean Basins (funded under FP7-ENV),
co-ordinated by Prof. Dr. Ralf Ludwig (LMU, Germany)
www.climb-fp7.eu
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